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One year ago I brought you a message that was filled with unknowns as
we were facing COVID-19 head on.  Since then, we have learned so
much.  This year we have faced challenges of a pandemic, but we came
together as a community for our students and our staff.  Our district
strived to have as much of a normal year as possible for our students.
Because of that commitment, our sports have been allowed to have full
seasons, our performing arts had in-person performances, and our
classes have been able to do as much “normal” as possible. COVID
brought about out-of-the-box solutions in order to bring some sort of
normalcy to the classrooms.

We have been all-in from day one and asked ourselves “How can we
have school?” Our teachers, staff, administrators, and, most
importantly, our students have truly amazed me with their willingness
to just make our situation work, no matter what. While it has been a
challenging accomplishment, we have been able to do more than most
districts throughout the state and nation.

These adjustments have even allowed us to provide learning
opportunities on snow days which keeps us on track for a set date for
the last day of school to end as scheduled. This also protects against
loss of learning when we are off school for days at a time.  Our
students’ education and success is what ensures our community and
our nation’s success.

As we proceed to close out the school year we continue to learn from
all the “new” and “unprecedented” events. These lessons will help
propel us to be better than we ever have before. It is ideal timing as we
end the first year of our new strategic plan and look back at what we
have been able to accomplish even in the middle of a pandemic.

I look forward to all of the spring activities, graduation, and summer
school as we close out a year unlike any other.
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coming years.
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The work from the April 2019 ballot issues continues to
progress as the district moves through the list of
projects.

The expansion at Century Elementary is in full swing
and is set to open for students in the fall.  The district
will be adding ten classrooms as well as a multi-purpose
room, which is the first addition to the school since it
opened.

This new addition will bring our fourth-grade students
that are at Summit back to Century. For next year, our
current third-grade students at Century will be able to
stay at Century to attend fourth grade.  The tremendous
growth in the district caused the fourth graders at
Century to have to move to Summit about 10 years ago.  
The district has always had a goal of returning Century
to a K-4 school as soon as funding allowed.

 In addition to the ten new classrooms, there will be
space within the new addition that is storm-shelter
ready. Students currently shelter in the restrooms and
other interior classrooms for severe weather. This new
addition will allow the entire  building of staff and
students  to shelter into that space, which will continue
to enhance and carry out the district's safety and
security goals.
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Once the building is complete, the district will invite the
community out to see the new addition and take a tour
of the classrooms and multi-purpose room once any
COVID-19 restrictions allow.



RaeLynn Anderson
A  L O O K  B A C K  A T  H E R  T I M E  O N  T H E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N

RaeLynn Anderson decided not to run for re-election to the board of education and her
term will end in April.   She was first elected to the board in April of 2015 and has been a
voice to students and public education during her time on the school board.

Why did you want to be on the school board?
When I was the PTA council president, I attended the school board meetings on a regular
basis and enjoyed them. I was passionate about the district and what it stood for, so as
soon as a position was available I applied for it.

What are you most proud of during your time in the district?
It is always such a blessing to give back to our community.

What has been your most memorable experience while on the Nixa School Board?
Being a part of a great group of people all working towards the same goal with no hidden
agenda. Going on walkthroughs and seeing our students and teachers in action. Getting
one-to-one technology and seeing the students utilizing it. Being able to be a part of
graduation and SCORE graduation was always a highlight for me.

What advice would you give to our Nixa students?
Keep working hard; you can do anything that you put your mind to. You have a lot of
people working very hard to help you achieve your goals.

What message would you give our to our staff?
I would like to say thank you to each and every employee in the district. They do an
incredible job, work long hours, and use their own resources. THANK YOU!



Students on the 2019-20 Yearbook staff:
Maleah Bays, junior 

Kaitlyn Byrd, editor-in-chief, 2020 graduate
Riley Cotner, junior

Sophia Crawford, junior
Iliana Esquibel, junior

Riley Harris, 2020 graduate
Grace Kut, junior

Ashley Melvin, junior
Mia Paladino, senior

McKenzie Trumble, junior
Kaylee Schlenker, junior 

Myah Snider, senior 
Fiona Webster, 2020 graduate

DISTRICT BAND RESULTS

Jayden Coalson-6th chair Honor Band clarinet
Malena Fleming-12th chair Honor Band clarinet
Elijah Bartels-20th chair Honor Band clarinet
Avery Rayle-1st chair Honor Band contra clarinet
Nick Jungen-4th chair Honor Band alto saxophone
Justice Jones-1st chair Honor Band tenor saxophone
Edward Eiche-2nd chair Honor Band trombone
Collin Jess-9th chair Honor Band trombone
Madison Johnson-7th chair Concert Band flute
Sanjay Vasidhar-2nd alternate Concert Band flute
Terin Macdonald-3rd chair Concert Band clarinet
Jenna Ruiz-5th chair Concert Band clarinet
Jadzia Warren-13th chair Concert Band clarinet
Avery Adkins-1st alternate Concert Band alto sax
Jay Rhoades-2nd chair Concert Band horn
Mason Malarkey-9th chair Concert Band trombone
Bryon Hiatt-1st chair Concert Band baritone
Mya Bartels-4th chair Concert Band baritone
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TOP 10 UNDER 40
NIXA HIGH SCHOOL WINS
MISSOURI 2020 SHOWME
THE CONSTITUTION
COMPETITION

Congratulations to Ryan
Mahn (instructional
coach at JTSD) on being
selected to Christian
County's "Top 10 Under
40" 2020. 

Nixa High School students Susan Hardy,
Sailor Powley, Brock Manasseri, Emma
Beadle, Amarra Fusco, Isaiah Holgerson,
Eshan Jain, Edward Eiche, and Will
Rouhani competed and won the 2020
ShowMe the Constitution competition
for the whole state of Missouri.

NIXA HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK WINS GOLD AT CSPA

NIXA ROBOTICS TEAM RANKED
3RD IN STATE

The Nixa JROTC
Robotics Team
competed in the
Troy Winter Classic
VEX Robotics
Tournament where
one of our teams
(65714B) place 2nd
overall in the 

NATIONAL TOP 10 ART WINNER

Kelsey Gifford's
drawing has been
selected as one of
the top 10 art
pieces in the 9-12th
grade division for
the National
Celebrating Art
Contest. Kelsey's
drawing was
selected out of
thousands of entries
as one of the best
pieces in the United
States.
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Congratulations to the
2019-2020 yearbook
students. They won their
first-ever Gold Medalist
award from the
Columbia Scholastic
Press Association. This is
quite a feat, since they
increased their ranking,
AND finished the
yearbook virtually last
year.

Nixa had 19 students make one of the two
SCMMEA All-District Bands after
successful auditions.  This year, auditions
were done virtually. These students
represent some of the top players from
band programs throughout this part of the
state.

tournament and another team (65714X) placed
2nd in the Robot SKILLS portion of the
tournament. The SKILLS event provides an
overall ranking for individual teams worldwide.
Currently, Team 65714X is ranked 3rd in
Missouri and 209 out of 1132 high school teams
in the world.

Kelsey will be a published artist in the
Celebrating Art book as well as the recipient of a
Blick Art gift card.

Hannah Montgomery-5th chair Honor Band
flute



JOURNALISM WINS AT STATE

QUICKNEWS TV WINS A SILVER
ADDY AWARD

Students on the 2019-20 Wingspan staff
Riley Harris, editor-in-chief, 2020 graduate
Darby Allen, sophomore
Lucy Cave, 2020 graduate
Macie Clark, 2020 graduate
Braden Dennis, junior
Avery FitzSimmons, senior
Katelynn Gibson, junior
Brooklyn Guillory, junior
Reid Holdman, junior

Mia Paldino was awarded first place for her photo of the Nixa
swim team at practice. Braden Dennis was awarded an
Honorable Mention for his photo at a bike park.

JOURNALISM WINS NATIONAL
AWARD FOR WINGSPAN

SUMMIT TEACHER RECOGNIZED
AS THE BULL RADIO STATION

TEACHER OF THE MONTH

MISSOURI INTERSCHOLASTIC PRESS
ASSOCIATION JOURNALISM PHOTO OF

THE MONTH WINNERS 
Congratulations to Mrs. Griffin,

fifth grade teacher at Summit
Intermediate in Nixa. She was

105.1 The Bull's January teacher
of the month.

(1st place)
Mia Paldino

(Honorable Mention)
Braden Dennis

The QuickNews TV
series won a  Silver
Addy award from the
American Federation
of Advertising
Heartland Chapter.

Nixa Journalism students received awards at the Missouri
Interscholastic Press Association's J-Challenge contest.

First Place, Audio and Podcast Feature Story: Evan Hirsch,
freshman, for his podcast "Teaching and Learning in a
Quarantine World"

First Place, Feature Article Story: Nadia May, senior, for
her story "Learning Behind the Screen"

Second Place, Broadcast Feature Story: Phoebe Gardner
and Lily Maggard, sophomores, for their story "Adjusting to
Masks at Nixa High School"

Nixa High School journalism students who produced the
Wingspan in the 2019-20 school year won a Silver Medalist
award from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association. The
award is based on work from the 2019-20 school year. The
fourth issue of Wingspan was posted entirely online at
NixaJournalism.net, since students met virtually during the
fourth quarter of the school year.

Kaitlyn Jones, senior
Nadia May, senior
Gracie Schwarz, junior
Carli Snyder, 2020 graduate
Jared Todd, 2020 graduate
Madalyn Tuning, senior
Pierre Walker, 2020 graduate
Mackenzie Wiegert, 2020 graduate
Michael Willard, junior



SCHOLASTIC ART &
WRITING AWARD

NIXA HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR STUDENTS NAMED
TO ALL-DISTRICT HONOR CHOIR; 13 ADVANCE
TO STATE COMPETITION

Parri McCroskey received an
Honorable Mention in the
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
for her drawing "The World
Outside My Safe Space."

Nixa High School choir had 34 students that were accepted into the
2021 All-District Honor Choir. There were 13 of the 11/12th grade
auditions that were designated “top 25” in their respected voice parts
and will compete for the All-State designation, which is Top 6 in their
voice part for the South Central Missouri region.

ACADEMIC ALL-STATE 
CROSS COUNTRY

Nine members of the cross country team were
named "Academic All-State" for this school year. In
order to be eligible, the athlete must have
competed in a State series meet and have one of the
following:  25 or higher on the ACT, 1150 on the
SAT, or a 3.6 cumulative GPA at the end of the fall
semester (Dec. 2020).
Athletes receiving this honor were Austin Harkins,
Wes Hatman, Brandon Butler, Kendrick Nall, Emily
Harris, Macy Kopp, Adelyn Janssen, Carlee
Brumley, & June Collins.

NIXA WINS BIG AT THE 2021 INTERNATIONAL
AVA DIGITAL AWARDS

Grades 9 & 10:  Ariana Atkinson, Alyssa Schmidly, Makenna Winkler,
Paige Clemens, Madison McGinnis, Ryann Nielsen, Abigail Teberian,
Levi Strobel, Nathaniel Viscioni, Alexander Worthley, Gideon Carter,
Cameron Donnell, Blake Marsh, Collin Scott, & Angelo Typaldos.

Grades 11 & 12:  Chloe Costello, Joy Breig, Leah Cody, Matthew Mays,
Jason Crockett, & Tyler Shipe.

Grades 11 & 12 Top 25: Addisyn Epps, Macy Kopp, Darby Allen,
Morgan Greene, Julia Hines, Samantha Fleming, Parri McCroskey,
Hannah Parnell, Rosalynn Schuster, Trey Ringgold, James Speake, Elijah
Tinker, & Michael Bryant.

VOLLEYBALL
EARNS
ACADEMIC STATE
AWARDS

The Missouri High School Volleyball Coaches
Association awards volleyball players the Academic
All-State award when a student plays in 75% of
matches and also has a 3.6 GPA.  

Congratulations to Jaycee Fixen, Taylor Golmen,
Carsen Glaser, Norah Clark, Allie Billmyer, Emma
Conrad, and Sydney Golden.

In addition, all three teams received the Outstanding
Scholastic Achievement Award from the Missouri
State High School Activities Association for having a
team GPA of 3.5-4.0.

GPA's of Each Team
Nixa Freshman Team: 3.84
Nixa JV Team: 3.55
Nixa Varsity Team:  3.88

Gold Winners: 
Tom Schultheis
QuickNews TV: Virtual Teachers Get Creative

Alex Stein
Athlete of the Week: Emily Harris

2021 Honorable Mentions
Tom Schultheis
QuickNews TV: Mood Meter

Alex Stein
Athlete of the Week: 
Macie Conway

Nixa Principals (Video)-
"We Love You & Miss You"

The international AVA Digital awards recognize outstanding achievement
by creative professionals involved in the concept, direction, design, and
production of media that is part of the evolution of digital communication.

Platinum Award:
Nixa received the top award, the Platinum
level, for its communication during the
COVID-19 pandemic.  The judges reviewed
all of the communication from the district
and school buildings, including emails,
videos, and newsletters, in addition to
graphics and signage developed by the
district.
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In addition to the Platinum award, the district received the following
honors:





"EXCELLENCE IN ACTION"
Every five years, Nixa Public Schools
invites members of the community,
school district, students, and other
entities to participate in the
development of its next strategic plan,
more commonly known as CSIP or
Comprehensive School Improvement
Plan.

This plan is what drives the focus of the
district for the coming years and helps
keep the district focused on what
needs to happen and also helps the
district innovate and plan for the
future.

"Strategic planning (CSIP) is the
framework that everything in the
district flows through. Our legacy of
excellence is a direct result of aligning
district initiatives, with community
involvement, addressing critical issues
through strategic planning. As we
identify 'what's best for kids' within our
current environment, we react
strategically with a targeted end result.
This intentional approach with
accountability ensures, what gets
planned, gets done," stated David Liss,
executive director of technology &
strategic planning.

Past CSIPs have brought about our
school police, preschool expansion,
JTSD, one-to-one devices, expanded
career-focused classes, and many other
things in the district.

"The strategic plan has a long history of
guiding what we do to prepare
students for their current needs as well
as their future ones as we prepare
them to be productive members of
their communities during their time in
school as well as after they graduate,"

1.3: Ensure the effective use of
professional learning and
collaboration time for all district
employees.
2.5: Standardize procedures,
language, and frameworks in the
areas of behavior, academics, and
social-emotional climate.
2.6: Create standardized and user-
friendly enrollment processes at
the registration center and building
level.

stated Dr. Gearl Loden,
superintendent.

The idea behind the plans is to make
sure that we focus our energy in the
right places to do what needs to be
done for our students so they continue
to have a world-class education and
are prepared for their future.

For the 2019-2020 school year, our
CSIP committee met and developed a
direction for the next five years.  They
were then joined with hundreds of
other people across the community to
join action teams to develop ideas and
plans on what we needed to do to
achieve those goals.

The finalization of those plans
happened in early 2020 just before
COVID-19 impacted the district.

However, COVID-19 didn’t stop Nixa
from moving forward with the
implementation of some of the plans
that could be started in the middle of a
pandemic.

After getting to a slow start, the
district has been able to implement the
following over the past school year
(these will continue into next year as
well):
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5.2: Refine and expand programs
and systems of support for staff to
meet the social, emotional, and
mental needs of all students.
5.7: Improve facilities and
practices to ensure a safe, secure,
well-maintained, and equitable
learning environment to meet the
current and future needs of the
district’s students, staff, and
community at large.
6.2:  Intentionally partner with
community leaders and
organizations to anticipate and
manage growth.
7.3: Integrate a soft skills
curriculum K-12 and provide
practical application opportunities
for students.

"For some organizations, a strategic
plan can become just a piece of paper
that says to the people we have goals
and are trying to meet them. However,
in Nixa, the CSIP represents more than
a piece of paper. The Nixa CSIP
demonstrates the difference between
goal setting and goal achieving. The
phrase we sometimes like to use is
‘What gets placed on CSIP gets done.’
For the past 20 years, our CSIP has
helped us continuously improve and
meet the needs of our district in an
ever changing world," stated Dr. Kevin
Kopp, assistant superintendent.

Over the summer the district will look
at the plans that can be implemented
for the 2021-22 school year.  While
the district would like to implement
them all at once, there is not enough
time and resources to do everything all
at once and effectively do everything
that needs to be done, which is why
the strategic plan is designed to be
implemented over five years.



F i n d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f u l l  p l a n  a t
w w w . n i x a c s i p . n e t

1 2

3 4

56

7
CAREER PATHS

The mission of Nixa Public Schools, dedicated to our legacy of
excellence, is to ensure all students achieve maximum
potential and graduate with the knowledge, skills, and

character necessary to succeed as productive, informed,
confident, and engaged citizens in a global society by

providing a quality, comprehensive, world-class education in
a safe and secure learning environment.
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Union Hill
Church of Christ

Main Event
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Nixa Junior
High

Nixa High
School



Is writing letters a thing of the past? Not if Natalie
Frederick (Nixa Junior High teacher) and Carley Kilz
(High Pointe Elementary teacher) have anything to say
about it.  Frederick had an ah-ha moment when
listening to a podcast about executive functioning, and
what helps students become better learners and
citizens. 

“When students are able to be a part of something that
is more than just themselves, they are able to connect
more socially and emotionally, which in turn helps them
strengthen their executive functions,”  stated
Frederick.

This was a project shared between the two teachers'
classes. Each student would have an opportunity to
write letters back and forth through the end of the
school year. Students could talk about whatever they
would like and focus on being old-fashioned pen pals
and get away from social-media driven communication.

Ms. Natalie Frederick chose Ms. Kilz's class because she
wanted her students to write to younger students. It
also worked out that Ms. Frederick and Ms. Kilz have
been good friends for years. 



By writing to younger students, her students
would have the opportunity to feel like they are
being leaders or examples to younger students.
This project would also give the younger
students an opportunity to work on their
writing skills.

The junior high students groaned at the first
mention of the project, but they soon changed
their tune when they realized they could be
looked up to by someone younger. 

However, the High Pointe students were
geared up from the get-go. The younger
students were very excited to be talking about
themselves and what they liked to do. They also
loved getting to ask questions in their writing,
in an effort to get to know their pen pals better.

“I hope to continue this project as we write
back and forth to our new friends.  This will help
the students work on improving their writing
and communication skills,” stated Kilz.



Inman Intermediate is home to S.W.A.T. (Students
Willing to Act Together). There are currently
fourteen students in the club dedicated to service for
others. The club meets every Thursday after school.
Students use this time to discuss ideas for new
projects and create crafts to raise money for future
projects.

The club’s first project of the year was putting
together 72 care packages for soldiers over a two-
week period in December. The care packages were
made possible from the donations of the parents and
families at Inman.

Inman's PTA helped out by covering the cost of
shipping, and the care packages made it to the
Keesler Air Force base in Biloxi, Mississippi on

December 24.

"It has been amazing and inspiring to see families
come together in a way, and support our club and
their projects dedicated to helping others," stated
Rachel Dunlap, SWAT Club sponsor.

On Christmas Day, soldiers received their boxes just
before they deployed overseas. The club received a
thank you video from the base as well as a thank you
email from one of the soldiers who received a box on
December 24.

Based on the success of their first project, the
students are hard at work right now raising money
for their next one. The club is currently looking into
projects focused on soldiers, the elderly in care
facilities, pet shelters, and the Least of These.  If you'd
like to help, go to www.nixapublicschoos.net/donate
and choose Inman and indicate SWAT club in the
notes.

"S.W.A.T. has really made me start to think about all
the ways that young people can help in our
community," stated Karah Sackman, Inman student.PAGE 16 EAGLE EXPRESS | SPRING 2021





ixth Graders at Summit are taking a trip to never grow up again in their English language art classes.
Students will begin their journey by working to understand how different characters would say certain
lines. Along the way, the class will be looking at the context of interactions to determine what feelings
would be present. With a little pixie dust and encouragement, the Summit sixth graders will complete
their journey and ace their Reader’s Theater performance of Peter Pan. Reader’s Theater involves
students reading parts of a play from a

S
script, not necessarily performing a play. As they say in
Hollywood, the students are doing a “cold read” but
with more practice. The students do not have to
memorize their parts, but focus on how a character
would say certain lines in certain situations. By
rereading their part and practicing for the final
performance, the students are developing reading
fluency and the ability to read aloud with expression.
This, in turn, develops confidence in themselves as
readers.

While reading aloud is out of some student’s comfort
zone, most students always seem to be excited about
the Reader’s Theater. It is very different from their
normal routine, so it is a nice change of pace. Reader’s
Theater provides a unique way to learn and provides a
safe environment for students to grow in.

-Chris Brumley
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Heather Zoromski
T H E  N I X A  S C H O O L  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  W E L C O M E S  N E W  B O A R D  M E M B E R

What attracted you to apply for the Nixa Public School's Board?
I was attracted to the NPS board for a variety of reasons. I am a mom to three Nixa Eagles. Carter
(10) at Summit, Camden (7) at Century, and Cohen (1) future Eagle, and I have continuously been
impressed with the district's desire to provide excellent education and extracurricular
opportunities while differentiating for individual needs. I have a son that benefits from
differentiation and am so grateful for every single teacher and administrator that has helped
guide us in his educational journey along the way. Also, I have served on several other boards and
wanted to focus my volunteer efforts in a way that will benefit our local kids and community.

What are you most looking forward to?
I am looking forward to being a part of future growth initiatives for the district. I love strategic
planning and am looking forward to being a part of that process that informs all district decision
making. Also, as a parent of younger children, I am looking forward to bringing that voice to the
table.

Do you have any goals during your time on the board?
A goal I have for my time on the board is to continue to look for ways to be responsive to the
needs of our families through innovation and collaborative partnerships to ensure that every child
is set up for life-long success, and recognizing that success may look different for every child.

Do you have anything you would like to share with the Nixa Community?
I truly believe that every child deserves an equitable and inclusive educational environment, and I
will work to be that voice on the board. My family and I love living in Nixa and live here largely
because of the schools. When we realized that our oldest might need some individualized
attention, I  worried that he would get lost in the shuffle in a larger school district, but would also
benefit from a large enough school district where innovation along with a variety of extracurricular
opportunities were commonplace. We have found all of that and more here in Nixa.



Tell us about a typical day for you as a teacher.
I begin my day in the hallway or kitchen greeting the students
as they come into the building. My classes are usually set up so
that the first portion is direct instruction and discussion and the
second portion involves students working independently or
collaboratively. At the end of the day, I collect Chromebooks
and walk outside with the other teachers to see our kids off for
the day.

 

What keeps you motivated as a teacher?
My students absolutely motivate me every single day. I love
hearing about their lives, helping them with their struggles,
and knowing the impact I’ve made on them. I am so proud to
see my former students as successful adults, and I’m
honored I was part of that journey.

What is your favorite part about working for Nixa?
I’m proud to work in Nixa and I feel privileged to work alongside the
best educators around. I love that I get to teach in the same district
where my kids go to school and collaborate with and learn from
teachers at all levels.

In your opinion, what is the best part about teaching?
The best part about teaching is, without a doubt, the people I have met over
the years and the friendships I have made. SCORE is my second family and I
cherish so many memories I’ve made here over the years.

What was your favorite subject when you were
in school and why?  
My favorite subject in school was English because
I loved reading and experiencing life through
literature. Words are so powerful.

Jennifer Tate

SCORE

What is one piece of advice you would give to new teachers?
Be consistent, open-minded, and flexible. Also, wear
comfortable shoes.

Jennifer Tate has been teaching at SCORE for 21 years, and
she teaches English I, English II, English III, mythology, and
fictional literature.G
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QUESTIONS? (417) 724-6361
www.nixakindergarten.net




